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university according to his own lights. And with all
Ms prudence and good sense, such was the rigid aloof-
ness of the whole E/uskinian world and its methods,
that John James would often take a course both sin-
gular and unwise. Having resolved to enter his son
at Christ Church, the old wine-merchant was so ill
advised as to make the raw, shy lad a gentleman-
commoner, where he was thrown into the immediate
companionship of men of rank, wealth, and fashion.
These young lords and squires who rode races, betted,
shirked all work and got into scrapes, naturally re-
garded the queer poet as a butt rather than an equal.
One of the survivors of their table in 1840 tells me
that E.uskin was one of the gentlest creatures ever seen
in Oxford, more like a girl than a man, who was looked
on as a joke until a few men perceived his genius
and the rest became aware of Ms goodness. His fine
temper, his wit, Ms mastery of drawing, his skill in
chess, Ms hospitality, and superb sherry, won over the
young "bloods," who at last agreed to regard him as
sometMng quite of an order by himself. And before
long he was admitted to the society of the best men of
the college.

There he made the life-long friendship with (Sir)
Henry Acland and (Dean) Liddell, (Sir) Charles
ITewton and Dr. Buckland, with whom he studied
geology. His college tutors were the Eev. W. Brown
and Osborne G-ordon. At Dr. Buckland's he met Dr.
Daubeny and Charles Darwin. "He and I got on
together and talked all the evening," He was called
up to read an essay in Hall, which he did with great
effect, to the scandal of the gentleman-commoners who
shirked essays and got their tasks done at Is. 6d. ast the whole truth; but he wasfire from some vast altar; and amidst
